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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with attorney Brian Klock on September 28, 2006. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A digital contents distribution system having a 
client, a digital contents server, a roaming server, and a network connected 
between the client, the digital contents server, and the roaming server, 
wherein said roaming server comprises means: 
for receiving from the digital contents server a digital content 
protected by a first intellectual property right protection system, wherein the 
digital content includes information uniquely specifying the first intellectual 
property right protection system protecting the digital content; 

means for receiving from said client, in a case where said client 
cannot process said first intellectual property right protection system, change 
request information for changing the first intellectual property right protection 
system to a second intellectual property right protection system that said client 
can process; 

means for changing the first intellectual property right protection 
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system protecting the received digital content to said second intellectual property 
right protection system based on the change request information, wherein said 
means for changing the first intellectual property right protection system also 
changes the information uniquely specifying the first intellectual property right 
protection system protecting the digital content to information uniquely specifying 
the second intellectual property right protection system; and 

means for transmitting the digital content protected by the second 
intellectual property right protection system to said client^ 

wherein the first and second intellectual property right protection 
systems each comprise an IPMP System, and 

wherein IPMPS Type in IPMP Descriptor I PMP Message 
prescribed in ISO/IEC SC29 14496-1 IS:1998 is used to identify the IPMP 
system . 

2-5 (Cancelled) 

6. (Original) A system according to claim 1, wherein said roaming 
server includes means for vicariously executing authentication between said 
client and said digital contents server: 

7. (Original) A system according to claim 1 , wherein the digital 
content comprises digital data encoded in accordance with MPEG-4. 
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8. - 9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Currently Amended) A system according to claim 9 1, wherein 
said client includes means for transmitting information on IPMPSJType available 
for the client to said roaming server. 

1 1 . (Original) A system according to claim 10, wherein said client 
includes means for transmitting IP_address (Internet Protocol address) 
information for identification of said client. 

12. (Original) A system according to claim 10, wherein said client 
includes means for transmitting URL (Uniform Resource Locator) information for 
identification of the digital content. 

13. (Currently Amended) A digital contents distribution system 
having a client, a roaming server, and a network connected between the client 
and the roaming server, 

wherein said roaming server comprises: 

means for receiving from said client a digital content protected by a 
first intellectual property right protection system, wherein the digital content 
includes information uniquely specifying the first intellectual property right 
protection system protecting the digital content, 

means for receiving from said client, in a case where said client 
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cannot process said first intellectual property right protection system, change 
request information for changing the first intellectual property right protection 
system to a second intellectual property right protection system that said client 
can process, 

means for changing the first intellectual property right protection 
system protecting the received digital content to the second intellectual property 
right protection system based on the change request information, wherein said 
means for changing the first intellectual property right protection system also 
changes the information uniquely specifying the first intellectual property right 
protection system protecting the digital content to information uniquely specifying 
the second intellectual property right protection system, and 

means for transmitting the digital content protected by the second 
intellectual property right protection system to said client A 

wherein the first and second intellectual property right protection 
systems each comprise an IPMP System, and 

wherein IPMPS Type in IPMP Descriptor IPMP Message 
prescribed in ISO/IEC SC29 14496-1 IS:1998 is used to identify the IPMP 
system . 

14.-15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Original) A system according to claim 13, wherein the digital 
content comprises digital data encoded in accordance with MPEG-4. 
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17.-18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Currently Amended) A system according to claim 4£ 13, 
wherein said client includes means for transmitting information on IPMPS_Type 
available for the client to said roaming server. 

20. (Original) A system according to claim 19, wherein said client 
includes means for transmitting IP_address (Internet Protocol address) 
information for identification of said client. 

21. (Original) A system according to claim 19, wherein said client 
has means for transmitting URL (Uniform Resource Locator) information for 
identification of the digital content. 

22. (Currently Amended) A roaming server connected to a client 
and to a digital contents server through a network, comprising: 

receiving means for receiving from said digital contents server a 
digital content protected by a first intellectual property right protection system, 
wherein the digital content includes information uniquely specifying the first 
intellectual property right protection system protecting the digital content; 

means for receiving from the client, in a case where said client 
cannot process said first intellectual property right protection system, change 
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request information for changing the first intellectual property right protection 
system to a second intellectual property right protection system that said client 
can process; 

changing means for changing the first intellectual property right 
protection system protecting the received digital content to said second 
intellectual property right protection system based on the change request 
information, wherein said means for changing the first intellectual property right 
protection system also changes the information uniquely specifying the first 
intellectual property right protection system protecting the digital content to 
information uniquely specifying the second intellectual property right protection 
system; and 

transmission means for transmitting to the client the digital content 
protected by the second intellectual property right protection system^ 

wherein the first and second intellectual property right protection 
systems each comprise an IPMP System, and 

wherein IPMPS Type in IPMP Descriptor IPMP Message 
prescribed in ISO/IEC SC29 14496-1 IS:1998 is used to identify the IPMP 
system . 

23-25. (Cancelled) 



26. (Original) A roaming server according to claim 22, further 
comprising means for vicariously executing authentication between said client 
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27. (Original) A roaming server according to claim 22 ( wherein the 
digital content comprises digital data encoded in accordance with MPEG-4. 

28. -29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Currently Amended) A roaming server according to claim 29 
22, further comprising means for receiving IPMPS Type available for said client. 

31 . (Currently Amended) A roaming server according to claim 29 
22, further comprising means for receiving IP_address (Internet Protocol 
address) information for identification of said client. 

32. (Original) A roaming server according to claim 30, further 
comprising means for receiving URL (Uniform Resource Locator) information for 
identification of the digital content. 

33. (Currently Amended) A roaming server connected to a client 
through a network, comprising: 

receiving means for receiving from said client a digital content 
protected by a first intellectual property right protection system, wherein the 
digital content includes information uniquely specifying the first intellectual 
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property right protection system protecting the digital content; 

receiving means for receiving from the client, in a case where said 
client cannot process said first intellectual property right protection system, 
change request information for changing the first intellectual property right 
protection system to a second intellectual property right protection system that 
said client can process, and 

changing means for changing the first intellectual property right 
protection system protecting the received digital content to said second 
intellectual property right protection system based on the change request 
information, wherein said changing means also changes the information uniquely 
specifying the first intellectual property right protection system protecting the 
digital content to information uniquely specifying the second intellectual property 
right protection system; and 

transmission means for transmitting to the client the digital content 
protected by the second intellectual property right protection system^ 

wherein the first and second intellectual property right protection 
systems each comprise an IPMP System, and 

wherein IPMPS Type in IPMP Descriptor IPMP Message 
prescribed in ISO/IEC SC29 14496-1 IS:1998 is used to identify the IPMP 
system . 



34. - 35. (Cancelled) 
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36. (Original) A roaming server according to claim 33, wherein the 
digital content comprises digital data encoded in accordance with MPEG-4. 

37. - 38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Currently Amended) A roaming server according to claim 38 
33, further comprising means for receiving information on IPMPS_Type available 
for said client. 

40. (Original) A roaming server according to claim 39, further 
comprising means for receiving IP_address (Internet Protocol address) 
information for identification of said client. 

41. (Original) A roaming server according to claim 39, further 
comprising means for receiving URL (Uniform Resource Locator) information for 
identification of the digital content. 

42. (Currently Amended) A digital contents distribution method in 
a system having a client, a digital contents server, a roaming server, and a 
network connected between the client, the digital contents server, and the 
roaming server, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving by the roaming server from the digital contents server a 
digital content protected by a first intellectual property right protection system, 
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wherein the digital content includes information uniquely specifying the first 
intellectual property right protection system protecting the digital content; 

receiving by the roaming server from the client, in a case where 
said client cannot process said first intellectual property right protection system, 
change request information for changing the first intellectual property right 
protection system to a second intellectual property right protection system that 
said client can process; 

changing by the roaming server the first intellectual property right 
protection system protecting the received digital content to said second 
intellectual property right protection system based on the change request 
information, wherein said means for changing the first intellectual property right 
protection system also changes the information uniquely specifying the first 
intellectual property right protection system protecting the digital content to 
information uniquely specifying the second intellectual property right protection 
system; and 

transmitting the digital content protected by the second intellectual 
property right protection system to the client A 

wherein the first and second intellectual property right protection 
systems each comprise an IPMP System, and 

wherein IPMPS Type in IPMP Descriptor IPMP Message 
prescribed in ISO/I EC SC29 14496-1 IS:1998 is used to identify the IPMP 
system . 
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43. (Previously Presented) A storage medium storing program 
codes for executing the digital contents distribution method of claim 42. 

44. (Currently Amended) A digital contents distribution method in 
a system structured by having a client, a roaming server, and a network 
connected between the client and the roaming server, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving by said roaming server from said client a digital content 
protected by a first intellectual property right protection system, wherein the 
digital content includes information uniquely specifying the first intellectual 
property right protection system protecting the digital content; 

receiving by said roaming server from the client, in a case where 
said client cannot process said first intellectual property right protection system, 
change request information for changing the first intellectual property right 
protection system to a second intellectual property right protection system that 
said client can process; 

changing by said roaming server the first intellectual property right 
protection system protecting the received digital content to said second 
intellectual property right protection system based on the change request 
information, wherein said changing step also changes the information uniquely 
specifying the first intellectual property right protection system protecting the 
digital content to information uniquely specifying the second intellectual property 
right protection system; and 
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transmitting the digital content protected by the second intellectual 
property right protection system from said roaming server to said client A 

wherein the first and second intellectual property right protection 
systems each comprise an IPMP System, and 

wherein IPMPS Type in IPMP Descriptor IPMP Message 
prescribed in ISO/IEC SC29 14496-1 IS:1998 is used to identify the IPMP 
system . 

45. (Previously Presented) A storage medium storing program 
codes for executing the digital contents distribution method of claim 44. 

46. (Currently Amended) A digital contents distribution method for 
a roaming server connected to a client and to a digital contents server through a 
network, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving from said digital contents server a digital content 
protected by a first intellectual property right protection system, wherein the 
digital content includes information uniquely specifying the first intellectual 
property right protection system protecting the digital content; 

receiving from the client, in a case where said client cannot process 
said first intellectual property right protection system, change request information 
for changing the first intellectual property right protection system to a second 
intellectual property right protection system that said client can process; 

changing the first intellectual property right protection system 
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protecting the received digital content to said second intellectual property right 
protection system based on the change request information, wherein said 
changing step also changes the information uniquely specifying the first 
intellectual property right protection system protecting the digital content to 
information uniquely specifying the second intellectual property right protection 
system; and 

transmitting the digital content protected by the second intellectual 
property right protection system to the client 

wherein the first and second intellectual property right protection 
systems each comprise an IPMP System, and 

wherein IPMPS Type in IPMP Descriptor IPMP Message 
prescribed in ISO/IEC SC29 14496-1 IS:1998 is used to identify the IPMP 
system . 

47. (Previously Presented) A storage medium storing program 
codes for executing the digital contents distribution method of claim 46. 

48. (Currently Amended) A digital contents distribution method for 
a roaming server connected to a client through a network, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving from said client a digital content protected by a first 
intellectual property right protection system, wherein the digital content includes 
information uniquely specifying the first intellectual property right protection 
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system protecting the digital content; 

receiving from the client, in a case where said client cannot process 
said first intellectual property right protection system, change request information 
for changing the first intellectual property right protection system to a second 
intellectual property right protection system that said client can process; 

changing the first intellectual property right protection system 
protecting the received digital content to said second intellectual property right 
protection system based on the change request information, wherein said 
changing step also changes the information uniquely specifying the first 
intellectual property right protection system protecting the digital content to 
information uniquely specifying the second intellectual property right protection 
system; and 

transmitting the digital content protected by the second intellectual 
property right protection system to said client^ 

wherein the first and second intellectual property right protection 
systems each comprise an IPMP System, and 

wherein IPMPS Type in IPMP Descriptor IPMP Message 
prescribed in ISO/IEC SC29 14496-1 IS:1998 is used to identify the IPMP 
system . 



49. (Previously Presented) A storage medium storing program 
codes for executing the digital contents distribution method of claim 48. 
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50.-59. (Cancelled) 

60. (Currently Amended) A data processing method for a client 
connected to a digital contents server and a roaming server through a network, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a digital content protected by a first intellectual property 
right protection system, from said digital contents server, wherein the digital 
content includes information uniquely specifying the first intellectual property right 
protection system protecting the digital content; 

transmitting, to said roaming server, in a case where said client 
cannot process said first intellectual property right protection system, the 
received digital content and change request information for changing the first 
intellectual property right protection system to a second intellectual property right 
protection system that said client can process; and 

receiving, from said roaming server, the digital content whose 
intellectual property right protection system is changed to said second intellectual 
property right protection system based on the change request information, 
wherein, in the digital content, the information uniquely specifying the first 
intellectual property right protection system protecting the digital content is also 
changed to information uniquely specifying the second intellectual property right 
protection system^ 

wherein the first and second intellectual property right protection 
systems each comprise an IPMP System, and 
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wherein IPMPS Type in IPMP Descriptor IPMP Message 
prescribed in ISO/IEC SC29 14496-1 IS:1998 is used to identify the IPMP 
system . 

61 . (Currently Amended) A data processing method for a client 
connected to a digital contents server and a roaming server through a network, 
comprising the steps of: 

requesting said digital contents server to transmit a desired digital 
content which is protected by a first intellectual property right protection system, 
wherein the digital content includes information uniquely specifying the first 
intellectual property right protection system protecting the digital content; 

transmitting, in a case where the client cannot process the first 
intellectual property right protection system, information on a second intellectual 
property right protection system available for said client, to said digital contents 
server; and 

receiving the desired digital content protected by said second 
intellectual property right protection system, from said roaming server, 

wherein said receiving step of the desired digital content is 
arranged so that said roaming server receives, from said digital contents server, 
the desired digital content protected by the first intellectual property right 
protection system and the information on said second intellectual property right 
protection system, and changes the first intellectual property right protection 
system of the digital content to said second intellectual property right protection 
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system available for said client on the basis of the received information, thereby 
providing the desired digital content protected by said second intellectual 
property right protection system available for said client, wherein, in the changed 
intellectual property right protection system, the information uniquely specifying 
the first intellectual property right protection system protecting the digital content 
is also changed to information uniquely specifying the second intellectual 
property right protection system^ 

wherein the first and second intellectual property right protection 
systems each comprise an IPMP System, and 

wherein IPMPS Type in IPMP Descriptor IPMP Message 
prescribed in ISO/IEC SC29 14496-1 IS:1998 is used to identify the IPMP 
system . 

62. (Currently Amended) A data distribution method for a digital 
contents server connected to a client and a roaming server through a network, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a transmission request of a desired digital content, which 
is protected by a first intellectual property right protection system, from said 
client, wherein the digital content includes information uniquely specifying the first 
intellectual property right protection system protecting the digital content; 

receiving, in a case where the client cannot process the first 
intellectual property right protection system, information on a second intellectual 
property right protection system available for said client; 
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transmitting the desired digital content and the information on said 
second intellectual property right protection system to the roaming server so that 
the roaming server can change the first intellectual property right protection 
system to the second intellectual property right protection system based on the 
information on said second intellectual property right protection system, and can 
transmit the desired digital content protected by said second intellectual property 
right protection system to said client, wherein, in the changed intellectual 
property right system, the information uniquely specifying the first intellectual 
property right protection system protecting the digital content is also changed to 
information uniquely specifying the second intellectual property right protection 
system.! 

wherein the first and second intellectual property right protection 
systems each comprise an IPMP System, and 

wherein IPMPS Type in IPMP Descriptor IPMP Message 
prescribed in ISO/IEC SC29 14496-1 IS:1998 is used to identify the IPMP 
system . 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

4. Claims 1, 6-7, 10-13, 16, 19-22, 26-27, 30-33, 36, 39-49 and 60-62 are 
pending as by examiner's amendment shown above. All the pending claims are 
allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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The closest prior art of Ginter (US 5,892,900) teaches managing rights for 
digital contents in a virtual distribution environment. 

In regarding to independent claims 1,13, 22, 33, 42, 44, 46, 48 and 60-62, 
Ginter taken either individually or in combination with other prior art of record fails 
to teach or suggest a roaming server receives from a client that said client cannot 
process the first intellectual property right protection system and change request 
information for changing the first property right protection system to a second 
intellectual property right protection system that said client can process, wherein 
the first and second intellectual right protection systems each comprise an IPMP 
System, and wherein IPMP_Type in IPMP_Descriptor IPMP Message prescribed 
in ISO/IEC SC29 14496-1 IS:1998 is used to identify the IPMP system. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Article titled "Intellectual Property Rights in Data?" by Reichman et al. 
(Vanderbilt Law Review, v50n1, pp49-166, January 1997, ISSN: 0042-2533). 

Inquire 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Mary Cheung whose telephone number is 
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(571)-272-6705. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 
from 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Andrew Fischer, can be reached on 
(571)272-6779. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceedings is assigned are as follows: 

(571 ) 273-8300 (Official Communications; including After Final 



Communications labeled "BOX AF") 



(571)273-6705 



(Draft Communications) 



Mary Cheung 
September 28, 2006 
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